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H 4069. 2

HOUSE BI LL 2998

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Anderson and Orcutt

Read first time 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to electronic reading of radio frequency
identification tags in governnent-issued identification docunents;
addi ng a new chapter to Title 19 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that machi ne-readabl e
features found on drivers' |licenses and other simlar governnent-issued
identification docunents are intended to facilitate verification of
identity, not to facilitate collection of personal information to
create private databases of comercial, transactional information
associated wth those individuals.

The legislature further finds that the use of machine-readable
features on governnent-issued identification docunments for purposes
other than verification of identity, unless otherw se authorized by
| aw, constitutes an unreasonable infringenment of privacy and is an
unfair business practice.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(1) "El ectronical ly" means relating to technology having
electrical, digital, magnetic, wreless, optical, electromagnetic, or
simlar capabilities.

(2) "ldentification docunent” means any docunent issued by a
governmental entity containing personal information that an individual
uses to establish his or her identity as required by [|aw
I dentification docunents include drivers' |icenses or identicards.

(3) "Personal information" includes any of the follow ng: An
i ndi vidual's nanme, address, tel ephone nunber, e-mail address, date of
birth, race, religion, ethnicity, photograph, fingerprint or other
bi ometric image of the individual, social security nunber, or any other
uni que personal identifier or nunber assigned by state or federal
gover nnent .

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 3. (1) A person or entity shall not
intentionally read or attenpt to read an identification docunent
el ectronically for any purpose, unless otherw se authorized by |aw

(2) This section shall not apply to the foll ow ng:

(a) Reading a person's identification docunent in order to conply
with federal |law or regul ations, or state |aw,

(b) Reading a person's identification docunent in order to conply
with properly authorized civil, crimnal, admnistrative, or regulatory
i nvestigation or subpoena or sumons by federal, state, or |ocal
aut horities;

(c) Reading a person's identification docunent in order to respond
to judicial process or government regulatory authorities having
jurisdiction over the person for exam nation, conpliance, or other
pur poses as authorized by |aw,

(d) Reading an identification docunent issued to a patient by
emer gency servi ces;

(e) Reading an identification docunent that is issued to a person
who is incarcerated in the state prison or county jail, detained in a
juvenile facility oper at ed by t he juvenile rehabilitation
admnistration, or to a person pursuant to court-ordered electronic
nmoni t ori ng;

(f) Reading a lost identification docunent when the owner is
unavail abl e for notice, know edge, or consent, if the reading is:
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(i) Conducted by |aw enforcenment, governnent personnel, or those
parties specifically authorized by law enforcenent or governnent
personnel ; and

(ii) For the limted purpose of reading a lost identification
docunent when the owner is wunavailable for notice, know edge, or
consent ;

(g) The reading of an identification docunent by |aw enforcenment
personnel who need to read a person's identification docunent after an
accident in which the person is unavail able for notice, know edge, or
consent ;

(h) The reading of an identification docunent by a person or entity
in the course of operating its own nachine-readable identification
docunent system when the reading or collection of data is inadvertent.

(3) Aviolation of this section is a class C fel ony.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 19 RCW

~-- END ---
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